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citizens complain to the police about what they
consider to be immoral art. "But I know none
of my customers did that," he protested. "I
wouldn't blame them for complaining about some
of this modem art which is highly indigestible
with dinner, but I can see nothing wrong with a
half-covered Venus whose proportions are perfect.
But one can hardly ask a policeman to explain his
actions." He learned this when he protested to the
Metropolitan Police Board, he said, adding that he
has a friend in the Kanebo Spinning Company to
whom he wrote suggesting that his Venus be used
for display purposes.
"They could leave her where she is and
change her fashions with the season/' he suggested.
"That might please every one except my many
artist friends who come to the Marble. It's in the
same building as the Society for International
Cultural Relations, you know, and art and culture
students from all over the world come here. They
just laugh at the reason for the plight of Venus."
"Worse things have happened to Venus^else-
where," Mr. Hiraoka recalled. In Chicago and
Hollywood, for example, she has been rouged and
dressed like a mannequin. They have even put
hats on her head.
Though the public treatment of Western style